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power that this imam should abdicate or be deposed, is
It lawful that one of these alternatives should be
adopted ? "

The answer was " Olur " : " It is permissible."
Abdul Hamid probably knew of these enquiries, but
he affected to regard himself as unconcerned in a squabble
between two Army Corps. " The Padishah has nothing
to gain or fear from the so-called Constitutional Army,"
his First Secretary announced : " His Majesty has always
been in favour of the Constitution and is its supreme
guardian. When, therefore, the soldiers of the Third
Army Corps arrive in Constantinople, they will be wel-
comed as guests.55

Having dictated this message on Friday night, he sent
for his Chamberlain to read aloud to him : a new Conan
Doyle story had appeared in the Strand Magazine, and
as usual it had been immediately translated by the Press
Bureau in Yildiz Kiosk. So Abdul Hamid passed the long
hours, with a shawl over his knees, lying on a divan,
smoking, listening to the adventures of Sherlock Holmes,
while the Army of Liberation closed in round the
Palace.

When the Second Eunuch knocked on his door next
morning to tell him that another battle was in progress,
he merely shrugged his shoulders and went to his bath as
usual, and then to the Little Mabeyn.

Abdul Hamid's confidence, however, was not shared
by his servants. Hundreds of them fled from the Palace.
The electric light failed and the kitchen fires went out.
Instead of the brilliant illumination which the Sultan
loved, Yildiz was dark on Saturday night, and more than
ever haunted by its master's fear. No meals were cooked.